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WARREN–DONNELLY SURFACE WATER ALLOCATION PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [9.05 am]: I would like to say how pleased I was to 
have launched the Warren–Donnelly surface water allocation plan in Manjimup last month—the first plan of its 
kind in this area. The plan draws on more than 50 years of surface water licensing and water management 
knowledge in the region. It also reinforces the Liberal–National government’s commitment to achieving reliable 
and secure water supplies for all Western Australians, whether for agriculture, industry or domestic use. Water 
allocation plans, which now cover 80 per cent of the state’s water licences, also demonstrate our intention to 
maintain water security for the long-term support of economic development. 
This plan covers more than 6 000 square kilometres of the Warren and Donnelly River basins, which feed into 
nearly 500 on-stream dams. The upper Lefroy catchment—where I launched the plan on 24 April—has the 
highest density of small, independently operated dams in Western Australia and one of the highest densities in 
Australia. A lot of water is available for irrigation across the Donnelly and Warren catchments as a whole, but in 
the high-density areas the demand has reached the reliable supply. That is why the Warren–Donnelly plan 
establishes a management regime that is benchmarked to the dry years in order to secure reliable water supplies 
from year to year. Across the plan area a total of almost 67 gigalitres is allocated for licensed use. Of this about 
35 gigalitres is currently licensed—mostly in highly developed areas—leaving more than 30 gigalitres for new 
users. The plan also makes sure that some water is left in the rivers, supporting the environment and ensuring 
water can flow to downstream users. That is not the end of the story, because the plan also opens the way for the 
development of innovative ways to take and store water in those wetter years when water is more abundant. The 
Department of Water has called for an expression of interest from commercial water users in the area to take part 
in a trial of the practical operations and capture of “variable take” of “lower reliability water”. If the trial is 
successful and the regulatory and legal details can be managed, this could allow irrigators to take extra water in 
high-flow years without impacting other users who take water within the reliable allocation limits. Participating 
irrigators would be able to vary their annual production and drought proof their businesses without impacting on 
current use. 

Congratulations to all the stakeholders involved, especially the Warren–Donnelly Water Advisory Committee 
and the Department of Water. Collectively they have worked extremely hard to develop an allocation plan that 
considers economic, social and environmental needs in a balanced and sensible manner.  
 


